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TOWN OF CUSHING-
COASTAL WATERS MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE

This Ordinance is to establish regulations for marine 

activities within the harbors, waterways, and tidal waters 

of the Town of Cushing. It is intended to ensure safety to 

persons and property, promote availability and use of a 

valuable public resource, and to create a fair and 

efficient foundation for the administration of the 

resource. The Ordinance shall be subordinate to existing 

Federal and State Laws. At the Municipal level, Coastal 

Waters Management will be the responsibility of the 

Harbormaster, the Coastal Waters Committee and the 

Selectmen.

The Harbormaster is appointed annually by the Selectmen and 

his duties and responsibilities prescribed by Title 38 MRSA and a 

requirement to administer and enforce the provisions of this 

Ordinance with the authority granted by law and thru his 

appointment. The need for arrest powers is not mandatory. The 

primary duty shall be to permit, control,and oversee all moorings 

within Town Waters. The term 'mooring' includes all methods and 

tackle used to secure watercraft or other equipment to a specific 

location in the water. The moored crafts or apparatus affected 

shall at least include vessels, dinghies, skiffs, boats, rafts, 

floats, crates, aquaculture equipment, etc.

The Coastal Waters Committee shall consist of five mem-

bers, all town residents, appointed by the Selectmen for two 

or three year terms with staggered beginnings. They shall 

represent as many diverse interests in the water as reason-

able. The duties of the Committee shall include harbor plan-

ning and assistance to the Harbormaster. It shall be the 

Committee's task to define anchorage boundaries and channels 

in all Town waters and to provide a map of sufficient size to 

identify individual moorings. They shall make recommendations 

to the Selectmen including mooring fees and the annual report 

and budget. A mooring waiting list procedure, consistent with 

new State requirements needs to be established.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

No person shall set or re-set a mooring within the 

waters of the Town of Cushing without assignment of the 

location and written permission by the Harbormaster.It shall 

be unlawful for any person or watercraft to use any mooring 

not permitted by the Town of Cushing. Mooring permits are 

not transferable.

-- .
All moorings shall be of sufficient size and weight 

with chain or rope in sound condition capable of properly 
securing the craft or load. The bouy attached to the mooring
line shal1 be of sufficient size and bouyancy to remain 
afloat at all times. Moorings within Pleasant Point Harbor 



will have bouys not to exceed three feet in length by 11 
feet in either of it's other two dimensions; vertical whip 
bouys may be longer. No log or stump moorings allowed in 
this harbor.

In order to improve efficiency, safety, navigation or 

for other harbor management purposes, the Harbor Master may 

direct that a mooring site be vacated and that the mooring 

tackle be moved at the owner's expense to a new

location.
.

In recognition of the existing practise for local 

families to transfer rights to a mooring within the family a

request to the Harbor Master for this type of assignment 

will be given special consideration and granted when 

appropriate.

Rental or service moorings assigned to an individual 

or business which

are rented or leased to customers for a fee require an 

Army Corps of

Engineers Permit prior to issuance of a Town permit.
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Riparian owners are granted the right to one mooring 

site in waters in front of their property as is safe for the
watercraft or use applied for by the property owner. A 
Riparian owner must have a watercraft to place on the 
mooring.

. No person shall permit or cause the abandonment of any 
boat, raft, float, or solid debris, or permit the same to 
become derelict upon the shores, or in the waters of the 
Town of Cushing.

No person or vessel shall cause to be deposited into 
the waters of the Town of Cushing, any gasoline, oils, chem-
icals, mud, logs, planks, or other substances tending to 
obstruct the navigation of said waters, or to shoal the 
depth of said waters, or to pollute the waters.

Persons operating watercraft, however propelled, 
within Cushing waters, in any of the following conditions, 
shall be guilty of a class A crime as provided in 38 MRSA:

...

(1) Operation so as to cause danger, annoyance, disturbance 
or inconvenience to other watercraft, docks & floats, or 
the public.

(2) Operation at a speed greater than reasonable or proper 
without regard for traffic or proximity to wharfes, 



docks, floats, moorings, or shore.

(3) Operation of any watercraft while intoxicated or under 
the influence of any narcotic drug, barbituate or 
marijuana.

It shall be the duty of the Harbormaster to enforce 
the provisions of this Ordinance. A violation may be 
prosecuted and relief, fees, fines and penalties assessed in
accordance with the provisions of Title 30-A MRSA, section 
4452. Penalties shall revert to the Town of Cushing. A 
Harbormaster's decision may be appealed at a regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Town's Board of Selectmen within 30
days.

Requests for the required mooring permits for 

aquaculture apparatus

shall seek the written approval of the Municipal 

Officers of Cushing.
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Approval

An attested true copy
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